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Caste.

Hindu religion. This is a great concession, when it is
remembered that in many towns there are tanks which
low-caste people are not permitted to approach. An
indulgence obtained by taxation is a clever way of
obtaining a desired though forbidden boon. That there
are degrees of strictness, and that some classes esteem
themselves of a superior order, the following story will
show. When travelling on the East India Railway, I
met two Brahmans from Mysore. They were educated
men ; one of them was preparing for the B. A. Examina-
tion of the Madras University. As we were a little
distance from Benares, I asked if they had any friends
in the holy city. They said, " No, but we soon found
some Brahmans from our part of the country/' I said,
" Oh, then you were well received and hospitably enter-
tained by them, of course ? " I shall never forget the
look of disdain with which one of them replied: " Do
you think we would eat with men who live in such a
city as Benares, and associate with the Brahmans of this
district ? No; we contented ourselves whilst there with
one rneal a day, which we cooked for ourselves." My '
question appeared to them about as reasonable as if I
had asked a nobleman in England if he had dined with
scavengers.

Even Christianity is not sufficiently strong in every
case to obliterate this caste prejudice. In some churches
in the South of India, at the communion service, two
cups are used, one for those who have come from the
higher castes, and one for the outcastes. If this were
not permitted, many of the caste Christians would absent
themselves from the Lord's table. In some parts of
Bengal a similar spirit manifested itself for a time ; but
a few years of severe discipline was successful in restoring
the people to conformity with what seems to be the